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NEWS FROM CHURN BENEFICE 
 
There seems to be a whole host of different Advent Calendars on offer this year for 
people to buy as they count down to Christmas, from toys to beauty products, from gin, 
to cheese.  There seems to be a calendar for every taste.  I think however that I will 
just stick to my normal Fairtrade chocolate calendar.  After all I do love chocolate and 
would not want to miss out on the great opportunity to eat a chocolate every day in the 
run up to Christmas.   This year Advent Sunday falls on the last Sunday of November 
which marks the start of Advent for the church. 

For Christians, Advent is a special time in the church year.  It is a time of expectation, 
preparation and waiting for the coming of a tiny baby that would change the world 
forever.  In Advent Christians stand alongside those who came before Jesus who 
looked to his coming, the patriarchs, the prophets, John the Baptist and Mary, and 
listen to their stories and reflect on the faithfulness and unfailing presence of God.  
Advent means coming and is a time when Christians get ready not only to welcome and 
invite Jesus into our world but also into our hearts and lives.  Advent is a time of 
getting ourselves ready to receive anew and afresh the gift of the Christ Child, the 
light of the world, who came to show the world the breadth and depth of God’s 
unconditional love. 

God Bless 

Revd Jennifer McKenzie   Vicar of the Churnside Benefice  

South Cerney with Cerney Wick, Siddington & Preston www.churnsidechurches.org.uk 
Vicar: Rev’d. Jennifer McKenzie  The Vicarage, Silver Street, South Cerney, 
Cirencester, GL7 5TP.   01285 860221, vicar@churnsidechurches.org.uk 
 
CHURCH SERVICES- ALL SAINTS CHURCH PRESTON 

We have really enjoyed gathering again in All Saints Church for Sunday worship over 
the last few months.  The church services for November are as follows:  

Sunday 14th November 10.55am Village Act of Remembrance - This service will take 
place in the churchyard, or inside the church if it is wet 

Sunday 28th November 9.30am - Holy Communion  
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For other services taking place in the Churnside Benefice during November, please visit 
our website.  www.churnsidechurches.org.uk  

CHURCH CLEANING AND FLOWER ROTA FOR 2021   

Now that our lovely Church, All Saints’, is open again for Harvest Festival, 
Remembrance Sunday, Christmas and regular Church services, there is a need to keep 
the Church bright and gleaming and decorated with flowers for those services.  I am 
therefore asking for volunteers to do this. 

The commitment is not an onerous one, just part of a day (whichever day suits you 
best) on two consecutive weeks in a calendar year to clean the Church and replace 
flowers if needed. (Please do not worry about needing to be an amazing flower arranger 
though as pot plants etc can be used).  We will have a short get together of willing 
volunteers at the Church before the Rota starts so that everything is explained and 
guidance notes will be given if a volunteer is working alone. 

I would be very grateful if those who might be interested in being on the Rota please 
let me know by 15 November, either by email anne.vfc@tiscali.co.uk or on 07931 
398121.  Please also let me know your contact details and which dates you would NOT 
be available throughout the year.  Also please get in touch if you need more 
information.  Many thanks.    Anne Smith 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

There has been a rise in shed burglaries in the area, bicycles in particular are being 
targeted. Fit bicycles with good quality locks and secure your sheds and garages. 

To help police in the unfortunate event your bicycle is stolen, it’s useful to have current 
photographs and a note of serial numbers. 

As the days are getting shorter burglaries will be on the rise. Please see the following 
website to see what steps you can take to help prevent burglary and theft. 

gloucestershire.police.uk 

Our PCSO’s will be attending the Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 4th November. 
Please come along if you have anything would like to ask them.  If you are unable to 
attend and would like me ask a question on your behalf please let me know. 

GIVE LOVE IN A BOX THIS CHRISTMAS   

As I am writing this, families are busy filling their boxes before they have to be 
handed in.  I will report back next month how many we were able to send.  As we did 
last year I am happy to deliver for the village.   Boxes here by 1st November Dot 
Warren, at Greystones and I can deliver them all together. 

 Email: dotwarren@btinternet.com  Tel:  07980 897268 
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VILLAGE HALL 
On Monday afternoons and Thursday mornings Art Group continues. Everyone is 
welcome to join this group. Enquiries to Cathy at artinpreston@aol.com 

Yoga continues on Wednesday evenings. If you are interested please contact Mark at 
mark@cotswold-yoga.co.Uk 

This month’s WI meeting is on Thursday 18th November. 

The hall remains busy with private bookings on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
and Thursday afternoons. There are spaces available, especially at weekends, should 
you need a venue for your event, class or celebration. 

Sadly we have to postpone our annual autumn Village Quiz for the time being as our 
Quizmaster is currently unavailable.  

Don’t forget to put the date of the Village Christmas Mince Pie and Mulled Wine 
Evening in your diaries or on your calendars. This year it will be held on Friday 17th 
December. 

The first monthly Coffee Morning 2021 was well attended and thank you for the 
beautiful cake that we all enjoyed.  The proceeds of the day were donated to 
Macmillan. We raised a very impressive £120. 

This month the Coffee Morning date is Friday 5th November from 10.30 till 12 noon. 
This is an opportunity for friends and neighbours to get together for a chat and catch-
up over a coffee and biscuit or cake. And you can bring some books for the book swap – 
there will be a small selection there to choose from.  A small donation is requested. 
Please pop in.   

A PLEA TO WILLING ARTISTS - Please will someone design an A4 poster for the 
Preston Coffee Morning that I can pin up in the village?  Ask me for the last one we 
used.  newsletter@prestonpc.org.uk  Mobile: 07982 897268 

NOTE – MAKING A BOOKING  For information about making a booking for the Village 
Hall, please contact Anne Mingins.  Email - annemingins@btinternet.com 

 

RECYCLING DATES FOR NOVEMBER 

FULL RECYCLING   WED 10th 24th November 
FOOD WASTE  WEEKLY FROM WED 3rd November 
 

 

  



          ` 4     

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

PLANNING 
For all information about planning applications please go to Cotswold District 
Council’s website: 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/planning/online-planning-register/ 
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Fosse Cross Household Recycling Centre will be closed from 8 November 2021 and is 
expected to reopen in early December 2021 (subject to weather conditions).  

Essential works will be carried out to strengthen the surfaces at the site and improve 
crucial drainage works to prevent the lower areas of the site from flooding. Historically 
flooding at the site has often meant parts of the site are unavailable and this work will 
ensure this doesn’t happen in the future. 

COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL has launched its budget consultation to gather views 
from as many residents and businesses as possible to help inform budget plans for the 
2022 to 2023 financial year. The consultation is open until midnight on Friday 19 
November. All findings will be shared with councillors before they make decisions on the 
budget at a meeting of the Council in February 2022.  
For more information about CDC’s budget proposals please visit:  
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/budget  
 
FLY-TIPPING 
CDC has successfully identified and fined an individual for fly-tipping a large quantity of 
bark chips in Northleach thanks to evidence provided by a local resident who witnessed 
the illegal act. 
The fly-tipper, who was issued a fixed penalty notice of £400, was caught dumping over 
two tonnes of commercial green waste by a local man who decided to capture the 
illegal act on his camera. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE 
At the next meeting, the Parish Council will be discussing finance and preparing to set 
the budget for the next financial year.  For more information, please come to the Parish 
Council meeting on 4 November at 7pm in the Village Hall or contact the Clerk or any 
Councillor. 

 
DEFIBRILLATOR – HOW TO USE IT 
We have been asked if and how anyone (even those who haven’t received training) 
can use the defibrillator in the telephone kiosk. 
The answer is simple - ‘YES’.   
In an emergency you need to call 999.  If it’s appropriate the operator will be able to tell 
you where the nearest defibrillator is located and talk you through how to use it. 
 
 

  
The Next Meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday, 4 November 2021  

at 7pm in the Village Hall.  
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The agenda and further details will be available on noticeboards and on the website 
nearer to the time.  Everyone is Welcome to Attend. 

 
VILLAGE NEWSLETTER  
If you receive the Newsletter by email, please can you ensure that 
newsletter@prestonpc.org,uk  is white listed in your email set up so that it doesn’t end up 
in your Junk folder. 
If you are aware of any resident who doesn’t receive the Newsletter, please ask them to 
email: newsletter@prestonpc.org.uk 
 

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL:  Caroline Braidwood, 77 Pheasant Way, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire  GL7 1BJ       Tel:  01285 380040 / 07870 170823 

Email:  clerk@prestonpc.org.uk  
 

SOLAR FARM UPDATE OCTOBER 2021 

The dry weather has been kind to the contractors and work is progressing well. No 
major hiccups so far. However, the contractor is experiencing some supply delays due 
to a variety of reasons. 

They have now completed all the piling to support the solar panels and they are 
progressing well with the installation of them. They are reckoning to erect about 1000 
panels a day and have about 45,000 to erect! 

At present it is inevitable that work will continue well into the New Year, but when they 
have finished with all their bulk deliveries it may be possible to re-open Witpit Lane. 
They are still anticipating completing the commissioning of the site by the end of May 
2022 but this does not impact on when Witpit Lane can re-open as a majority of the 
work after the completion of the bulk deliveries does not involve heavy vehicles. 
Hopefully their progress in the next month or so will give a clearer indication when 
Witpit Lane can re-open. 

Last month I reported the concerns of a Resident regarding a barking dog. I 
understand that dog has been replaced and the replacement doesn’t bark! 

Importantly if anyone strays on to the site, and has managed to escape Security, there 
are many large and deep trenches to fall into. Naturally if anyone is silly enough to go 
on the site without permission, and there is an accident, they will not be insured. 

A dedicated walkway has been created from Witpit Lane to the Bridleway. The 
entrance is through the timber gate adjacent to Witpit Lane then follow the green 
cones. There are some gates on the walkway at the entrance and exit to the site 
compound. Please ensure that you stop and observe before going through the gates to 
avoid a collision with a large vehicle! The gravel surface is uneven as it is made from 
crushed stone so please take care when walking on the surface. This route will also be 
used by cyclists and from a personal perspective it would be better to walk around this 
path rather than cycle, to avoid any accidents. 
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If you are fortunate to be able to ride a horse, unfortunately you will not be able to 
use this walkway as it is unlikely that horse and rider will fit under the bar over the 
gate! Gridserve have provided a sign at the Bridleway end and a telephone number is 
displayed on the gate for horse riders to ring and get permission from the Security 
Guard to use the road. This is to avoid a potential clash with any contractor’s vehicle 
that may be entering or leaving the site. A Security Guard is available 24/7. The 
telephone number is 07507 891849. 

If you have any comments or queries please contact me by email on 
alanstonepreston@gmail.com. 

ROADWORKS 

This is a note to remind you of roadworks currently taking place. 

1. Burford Road – between A417 dual carriageway and the traffic lights at 
the junction with Cherry Tree Lane. The Eastbound section of the road is 
closed for about three months to enable the construction of a dedicated 
left turn lane to Northleach (Fosseway). It is possible to travel up Cherry 
Tree Lane to the traffic lights and turn right to Burford, turn left for 
A417 dual carriageway and straight on for Northleach. It is not possible 
to go from the A417 towards the traffic lights. 

2. White Hart roundabout at Swindon (A420 junction) – The roundabout 
road under the A419 dual carriageway has been closed for three months 
to enable its reconstruction. I believe it is now possible to use the 
Northbound exit from the A419 at the A420 junction but only to access 
Swindon. It is still not possible to access the A420 towards Oxford when 
travelling north. 

 

BOOK SWAP  

Swap your old books for exciting new reads. An easy and fun way to 
swap books you no longer need for books you want to read.  The 
titles keep changing and there are some recent publications too!  

 

 

 

 



          ` 7     

SIDDINGTON with PRESTON WI 
 
Helen Plumb - Glorious Coloured Gemstones 
Thursday 18/11/21 at 7.30pm in Preston Village Hall 
 
If you are new to Preston, be assured that you will be given the warmest welcome.  
Just come along and find out more about our activities, without commitment.  There will 
be tea & biscuits. 
Contact Ann Craddock – Secretary- 01285 641469/07971 532909 
 

ADVENT WINDOWS 2021 

Last year the decorated Advent Windows in the village were hugely successful and all 
the village enjoyed the fun, spotting the new windows as they appeared.  I have already 
had enquiries for 2021.  I actually have one window already taken!   

The main points for the newcomers in the village and as a reminder are … 

x For each day of Advent – starting from 1 December – there would be a 
numbered and decorated window appear in the village.  This provides a daily 
distraction for families with young children – and adults too!! 
  

x Each volunteer will be free to choose a design of their own.  Designs can be 
quite simple - incorporating the number 

x Children can be involved in choosing the subject and decorating tools  
x Everyone can choose a special date OR no preference – first come first served  
x Final window – decide on best location (as our church is somewhat remote) 
x We will need 24 volunteered windows     

Please let me know as soon as possible if you want to be involved.  I have further notes 
to send out – but they will only be relevant to those of you who want to join in.   

Please join in – even in the simplest way! 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE - CAROL SINGING ROUND THE VILLAGE 2021 

Last year we were able to go round the village near Christmas singing carols – even 
though we were in Lockdown.  I am sure there will be many of you who would want to 
repeat this fun evening this year.  Look out for news in the December newsletter. 
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PRESTON SUPPLIERS REGISTER 
The website is https://prestonvillageregi.wixsite.com/mysite.  The instructions for 
adding new names and their details and additional support for existing suppliers are 
very simple. If in doubt, send me the information and I will add the supplier for you.  
Kelly at Del’s motorcycles will also be able to help you 
(prestonvillageregister@gmail.com)   
 
KEEP THE REGISTER TO HAND – ON YOUR DESKTOP or IPhone. 
 
EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

Please be sure to let me have your news by email or in writing for December 2021 by 
Tuesday 23rd November.  Dot Warren - Greystones, Preston; 01285 656105 Mobile 
07980 897268; newsletter@prestonpc.org.uk  
ADVANCED WARNING There will be a combined newsletter for January and February 
2022. 
 
AND NOTE – That the news is not laid out in any regular order.  It is a question of 
juggling text to use every page as fully as possible to save printing costs. 


